
 I strongly oppose any regulation that would preempt a state's right to provide
protection for its citizens against unwanted, unsolicited telemarketers and
other such phone calls.

My family and I are currently enjoy Indiana's Telephone Privacy law. Expressing
our First Amendment right to "turn it off" (as we do when we turn off radio or
TV when the noise is bothersome) we have REQUESTED that we be included on
Indiana's "No-Call" list.

Before we got on this list, our evenings were nothing short of chaotic. We
averaged 3 calls per night - more on weekends - from people trying to sell us
something, usually during dinner time. Despite the fact that we repeatedly asked
these marketers to leave us alone and not call us back, they did so - sometimes
immediately.

I asked one caller if he wasn't concerned that I'd call the police about his
relentless behavior, and he said, "Gee, you better call 'em." I hung up the
phone and he called back immediately, saying only, "Better call 'em." THREE
TIMES he called back, saying: "Better call 'em," each time more threateningly.

I finally had to unplug my phone. I'm a freelance writer. I can't afford to
unplug my phone.

I understand there are free speech issues. WHAT ABOUT MY FREEDOM to liberty and
the pursuit of happiness? We work such long days, and we only have a few waking
hours with our kids. Will the FCC force me to spend those precious hours trying
to  get rid of telemarketers? Will you force me to pay a phone bill on a phone I
must unplug?

Telemarketers have abused the privelege of using the phone. They have, in
essence, used it frivolously, and in the process harmed the personal lives of
millions.

Indiana's Telephone Privacy law has given us our home life back. We still
receive the occasional unwanted call, but we can manage those. If you make
legislation that surpercedes this good law, we will have no choice but to have
our telephone disconnected.

And that's the issue: if you value the right of business over my right to
privacy, you take away my telephone.

The airways belong to the people. Not to the businesses, not to the customers.
TO THE PEOPLE.

Susan Baxter
Mishawaka, Ind.


